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This Agency engages in certain activities related to the
field of stomic energy vhich necsssitate the clearance for
sceess to Restricted Data of a considesrable mmber of its employees.

In accordance with provisions of the Atomic Energy Agts of
1046 and 1954, 1t has been the practice for such employees to be
investigated by the Civil Service Commisgion or the Federel
Bureau of Investigation despite the fact that they have previously
been investigeted snd security cleared for employment by this
Agency .

In view of the pessage of Section 145{b) of the Atomic Energy
Aot of 1954, which permits en exception under certain conditions
to the requiresent for investigation by the Civil Service
Comnission or ¥Federal Bureau of Investigstion, this Agency has
raguested that arrangements be mede so ‘that its employees may
be granted access to Restricted Data on the basis of the
CIA elearsnce as an suthorized exception under Section 15(v)

of the Act which would obviste the necessity of further lnvestigetion

by the Civil Service Commission or the Federal Bureau of
Inveatigation,

We have explalned our position in & letter to the Chalrmen
of the Atomie Energy Commisaion, & copy of whieh is attushed,
pointing out that each of ocur employees, pricr tc entering on
duty, is the sudbject of a full-field imvestigation by our own
investigative facilities unier stanfards st least equivalent to
those of the Civil Service Camission investigation for asccess

to Restricted Date and the investigative requirements of
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Executive Order 10450, In addition, we pointed ocut that the
evaluation of the investigative resulte conforms with Executive
Order 10450 and certain specisl requirements of the Agency.

This matter has been discussed by representatives of this
Agency and the Atomlic Energy Comaission, apd it is our opinton
that the investigative standards of the Agency sre in conformity
vith the standards and specifications established by the Atomic
Energy Commission pursuant to Bectlon 145(f). In addition, we
belisve that the evaluative standards af the Central Intelligence
Agency can be considered by the Atomic Energy Conmission sufficient
to satisfy the requirement in Section 145{b) which provides that
the Commisslion must deteymine thet permitting an individusl to
have aceess to Restricted Data will not sndanger the common
defense and security., This Agency is prepared to establish with
the Atemic Energy Jcmmission an sppropriste system of certifiestion
and review., It should be noted thet the reguirement under Bection
145(c) for & full field investigation by the Federal Buresu of
:‘inmtiasﬁm in the svent thet derogatory infarmetion is dis-
covered would have been satisfied under the Agsncy security pro-
cedures irhieh eonfornm to Bxecutive Order 10450,

In view of the above it is believed that a finding could
appropristely be made that the grenting of clearances for sccess
to Reatricted Data to Centras) Inbelligence Agency employees
without the necessity of & Civil Bervice Commission or Federsl
Bureau of Investigrtion investigation would be clearly consistent

with the nationel interest.
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Prior to initiating such astion, however, it is deemed
advisable to request a lagal opinien frar your office as to
vwhether the Commission or General Manager is legally empowered
1o mani such an exeeption under Section 145(b}.
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